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Revised Notice* 

AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting applicants to submit mm ^^^JT^ 
format as set forth below. Further details of this practice are described in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT 
NOW PERMITTED, signed January 3 1 , 2003, expected to be published in Official Gazette on February 25, 2003 
(Notice posted on the Office's web site at 

httD://www■USIrtO■eov/web^ffices/p^dapp/oDIayD^eoBnotice/rev amdtDrac■htI^l ). The revised amendment 
format is essentially the same as the amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 
37 CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR 1. 1 21 by July of 2003, 
at which point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, all applicants may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using the following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype 1 receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 

Begin on separate sheen: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g., Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Drawing Amendments, and 
Remarks) should begin on a separate sheet. Far example, in an amendment containing a.) introductory comments, b.) 
amendments to the claims, c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remarks, each of these sections must begin on 
a separate sheet. This will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment 
document for placement in an electronic file wrapper. • 

Two verriona of amended partial no longer required.: 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (■ clean version and a marked up 
version) of each replacement paragraph, section or elahn will be warred where an amendment ia ••bmltted In 
revised format below. The requirements for snbstitate specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 wOl be retained. 

A) Amendment! to the claims; 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, most include a 
complete hating of ail claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a 
parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. The listing will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one of 
the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #_), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim #_), or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim Is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim number and status. 

(2) AH claims bj;_hi^curjrj?otrv_ameoded must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
strikethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not • 
required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be presented in clean version, i.e., without any markings. 
Any claim text presentedin clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 



' The Office's Electronic File Wrapper prototype program is described in L'SPTO ANNOUNCES PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 
PROCESSING, 1265 Off. G<a. Pat, Office 87 {Dec, 17, 2002) ("Prototype Announcement"), and applies only to Art Units 1634, 
2827 and 2834. 
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(4) A claim may be canceled bv merely providing an instruction to cancel. Listing a claim as canceled will 
constitute an instruction to'caneel. Any claims added by amendment must be indicated as (new) and shall noi 
be underlined. 

(5) All of the claims in each amendment paper must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive 
canceled or withdrawn claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g.. Claims I - 5 (canceled)). 



Eiample of listing of claims fuse of the word "claim" before t he claim number IS optional): 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a handle. 
Claim 8 (currently amended): A bucket with a g*e*B bjys handle. 
Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 8 with a wooden handle 
Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (re-presented - formerly dependent claim 1 1 ) A black bucket with a wooden handle. 
Claim 13 (previously added): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip. 
Claim 14 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

Bl Amendments to the specification; 

Amendments to the specification must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or section marked up to show 
changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean version is not required and should not 
be presented. If a'substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, both a clean 
version (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per current 37 CFR 1.125. 

Ci Amendments to drawing figures: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with § 1 .84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented in the remarks section of the amendment. 
Any replacement drawing sheet must include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even though only one figure may be amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing should not be 
labeled as "amended." if the changes to the drawing figures) arc not accepted by the examiner, applicant wilt be 
notified of any required corrective action in the next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, 
unless applicant is notified. 

Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should 
be directed to the following legal advisors in the Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA): Elizabeth Dougherty 
fElizabeth.Douriierrv@uspto.gov) . Gena Jones (Euecnia.Jones@uspto.gov) or Joe Narcavage 
(Joseph.Narcavaee(a).usDto.gov) , For information on the waiver or legal aspects of the prototype, please contact Jay 
Lucas f Jav.LucasfSiuspto. gov) . Seniop-Legal Advisor-(PGTLA)-or Rob Clarke ( Robert.Clarke@uspto . gov) . Senior 
Legal Advisor (OPLA). Alternatively, further information may be obtained by calling OPLA at (703) 305- 1 616. 



FAX RECEIVED 

JUN i 7 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



* Revised Notice: See Sec. S) for changes relating to substitute specifications, and Sec Cl for changes on replacement drawing 
practice. 
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TELEPHONE 
734-542-0900 

FACSIMILE 
734-542-9569 



LAW OFFICES OF 
MacMILLAN, SOBANSKI & TODD, LLC 

38705 SEVEN MILE ROAD 

SUITE 405 
LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 48 1 52 



One Maritime Plaza 
Toledo. Ohio 

J32C West Second Street 
Pcrrysburg, Ohio 

100 BJoomfield Parkway 
Bloomfleld Kills, Michigan 



FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 



June 17, 2003 



To: 

Fax No: 

From: 

RE: 

Comments: 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Examiner T. Sember - Art Unit 2875 RECEIVED 
703-872-9318 
William J. Clemens 
S/N 09/928,805 KOVACIK et al 



JUN 1 7 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



Please see the following Substitute Amendment for filing in the above- 
identified patent application. Thank you. 

Total pages including cover page: 13 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
The documents accompanying this transmission contain confidential information intended for a specific 
individual and purpose. The information is private, and is protected by law. If you are not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in 
reliance on the contents of this telecopied information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
facsimile In error, please immediately notify us at 734-542-9577 (collect) so that we can'arrangc for the 
retrieval of the original documents at no cost to you. Thank you. 
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